Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Message Text 


PAGE 01 STATE 126680 

72 

ORIGIN HUD-02 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 ISO-OO OES-05 DOTE-OO FEA-01 AID-05 
CEQ-01 CIAE-00 OFA-01 COME-OO DODE-OO EB-07 EPA-04 
INR-07 10-10 L-03 NSF-02 NSC-05 NSAE-00 PM-03 USIA-15 

SS-15 SP-02 /101 R 

DRAFTED BY HUD/OEQ: PPSMITH 
APPROVED BY OES/ENP/EN:PGLASOE 
HUD/OEQ: RBROUN 
HUD/OEQ: CTHOMSEN 
HUD/SFI: CNRASSIAS 
EUR/RPE : GW OLFE 

128594 

P302318Z MAY 75 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO USMISSION OECD PARIS PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY COPENHAGEN PRIORITY 

UNCLAS STATE 126680 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SENV, OECD 

SUBJECT: OECD URBAN ENVIRONMENT SECTOR GROUP: 

US COMMENTS ON LOW-COST IMPROVEMENTS PROJECT 

REF: OECD 12105 

1. LEAD US AGENCY (HUD) PARTICIPANT AT MAY 5-7 SECTOR GROUP 
MEETING (R. BROUN) RECEIVED REVISED DRAFT SUMMARY REPORT ON 
SUBJECT PROJECT ONLY ON MAY 28. LATE RECEIPT OF REVISED 
DRAFT OBVIOUSLY PREVENTED RESPONSE IN TIME FOR MAY 29 
DRAFTING GROUP MEETING IN COPENHAGEN. HUD REQUESTS THE 
FOLLOWING BRIEF COMMENTS BE PASSED TO KUHNEMANN AT OECD 
ENVIRONMENT DIRECTORATE AND TO KAI LEMBERG (GENERAL PLANNING 
UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 STATE 126680 

DEPARTMENT, COPENHAGEN) SO AS TO BE CONSIDERED BEFORE FINALI- 
ZATION OF DRAFT REPORT. 

CHARLES THOMSEN, HUD OFFICIAL TO TAKE UP OECD ASSIGNMENT 
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JUNE 2, IS CONVERSANT WITH GENERAL TOPIC AND CAN PROVIDE 
ADDITIONAL COMMENT ON U.S. VIEWS. 

2. COMMENTS FOLLOW: PRELIMINARY REVIEW OF DRAFT SUGGESTS 
(1) LACK OF BALANCE PERSISTS IN TREATMENT OF NOTED TYPES OF 
LOW-COST IMPROVEMENTS. FOR EXAMPLE, LOW-COST MEASURES TO 
MINIMIZE AIR AND NOISE POLLUTION FROM OTHER THAN VEHICULAR 

TRAFFIC ARE NOT INCLUDED. TREATMENT OF LOW-COST MEASURES 
TO IMPROVE SOCIAL ENVIRONMENT ALSO SLIGHT, AND (2) AP- 
PROACHES, METHODS, AND TECHNIQUES FOR ACCOMPLISHING LOW- 
COST IMPROVEMENTS SERIOUSLY LACKING IN DEPTH OF TREATMENT. 
DRAFT REPORT READS MORE LIKE ANTHOLOGY RATHER THAN A 
COHERENT COMPREHENSIVE PROGRAM WHICH IS NECESSARY IF LOW- 
COST IMPROVEMENTS ARE TO BE MEANINGFUL. REPORT ALSO 
GLOSSES OVER TENDENCY OF VOLUNTARY ACTION GROUPS NOT TO 
FOLLOW THROUGH. U.S. REPRESENTATIVE BROUN STILL FEELS 
THAT IMPACT AND USEFULNESS OF DOCUMENT AS OECD SUBMISSION 
TO VANCOUVER CONFERENCE WOULD BE MATERIALLY INCREASED IF 
IT WERE TO INCLUDE STRATEGIES FOR LOCAL OFFICIALS TO IM- 
PLEMENT COMPREHENSIVE LOW-COST COMMUNITY IMPROVEMENT PRO- 
GRAMS. THERE ARE ALSO MINOR FACTUAL INACCURACIES IN DRAFT 
REPORT REGARDING OPPOSITION TO URBAN RENEWAL PROGRAM, ETC, 
WHICH U.S. ASSUMES DRAFTING GROUP WILL CORRECT. INGERSOLL 

UNCLASSIFIED 


« END OF DOCUMENT » 
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Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: AGREEMENT DRAFT, COMMITTEE MEETINGS, ENVIRONMENT, POLICIES, URBAN DEVELOPMENT 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
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Decaption Note: 
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Disposition Authority: n/a 
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Executive Order: N/A 
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From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
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ISecure: 1 
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